Fumishmg Indus&y
as an Apprentice

Upon completion of his apprenticeship,
Geoff enrolled at RMIT University in the
Certificate IV in Furnishing Production
where he gained knowledge and skills in
the areas of presentation drawing, product
development, production planning, quality
control and basic supervision.

This strengthened Geoff's determination to
learn more. On completion of the Certificate
IV in Furnishing Production, he articulated
into the Diploma of Furnishing (Furniture
Technology) RMIT University where he built
on his learning from the previous program.
He enhanced his knowiedge of estimating
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manufacturer that produces furniture of the
highest quality. His role is to manage the
staff of cabinet makers, polishers and
upholsterers; to liaise with a vast range of
clients, including architects and interior
designers; to generate the full size set outs
and cutting lists; and to cost orders,
outsource materials and oversee delivery
and installation.
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The only way to follow this passion for the
furniture industry was to enrol in a pre —
Apprenticeship Furniture Manufacturing
(Cabinet Making) program. After initial
inquiries at a number of TAFE institutes, she
was accepted into a program at RMIT
University in the School of Design (TAFE). As
part of the program involved learning cabinet
making skills, Melanie was assigned a three
week work experience placement at
Alexander ] Cook, where on completion she
was offered a cabinet making apprenticeship.
She returned twelve months later to RMIT to
complete her Certificate III in Furnishing
(Cabinet Making). This consisted of core and
mandatory courses* as well as a number of

Award for . For the e
history of the awards the judges also
awarded her Runner-Up Furnishing
Apprentice of the Year,

In 2003 Melanie was nominated to represent
the Faculty of the Constructed Environment in
the RMIT Beazley Award as the Top
Apprentice at RMIT. She was conferred an
equal winner Award with
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- ="RMIT School of Design (TAFE) offers Certificate III in Furniture Making, which incorporates

two streams: Furi'm:trrll'm:f akﬁ; and Cabinet Making (Flat Panel Mamflgcﬁlrlng). -z )
The employer and apprentice can select the training needs for their workplace environment.
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We are located at RMIT City campus, 42 - 46 Cardigan Street, Carlton. This training facility is
located close to trains, trams and buses, providing easy access from around Melbourne.
Parking is also available across the road at Wilson Parking.
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Our training facility includes state-of-the-art computer-aided machines forming an integrated
manufacturing cell, All phases of training are based around a simulated furniture factory
model, creating industry-ready graduates.

Being a dual sector organisation, we have an enriched teaching and learning environment
that benefits all students at RMﬁ} offering qualifications from certificate, diploma, degree, to




