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Vehicle Painting Apprenticeship  
as Good as Gold for Stuart 

 
Kangan Batman TAFE 

 
 
 
 
When Moe resident Stuart Aisbett accepted a vehicle painting apprenticeship with local business 
Alan’s Panels, he wasn’t totally sure it was what he wanted to do with his life. 
 
But after three years and a Gold medal win in the 2006 national WorldSkills competition, Stuart  
couldn’t be more certain about his chosen career. “I’ll carry on with it for sure. I’m loving it!,” Stuart 
said.  
 
Stuart was one of 36 Victorians who won medals in the national WorldSkills competition, which was 
held over three days (5-7 May 2006) at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre. The competition saw 400 of 
the country's most outstanding  
apprentices, trainees and vocational   
students compete in over 40 skill  
categories, including hairdressing,  
horticulture, IT, cookery, construction and 
automotive trades such as Stuart’s  
vehicle painting category.  
 
Stuart qualified for the national 
WorldSkills competition by first winning 
the regional WorldSkills vehicle painting 
competition. He will now go on to  
represent Australia in the next WorldSkills 
International Competition in Japan next 
year, where he will compete against  
vehicle painters from all over the world. 
 
Stuart praised the supportive teachers at 
Kangan Batman TAFE, where he did his 
trade training, and his boss and co-workers at Allan’s Panels in Moe for their mentoring before the  
national competition.  
 
“They encouraged me to lift my standards, and I did extra work at weekends to train for WorldSkills,’ 
he said. “It’s a very worthwhile way to really test your ability.”  
 
During the national competition, Stuart and the six other vehicle painting competitors had 18 hours to 
paint the front panels of a car using different painting techniques. They were judged on the overall  
finish of the car, as well as occupational health and safety, cleanliness, and their knowledge of the 
equipment and products. 
 
Alan’s Panels manager, Peter Williams, said that he and Stuart’s co-workers were proud of his 
achievements. 
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Stuart Aisbett (right) with fellow WorldSkills medal winner, Rick Smith. 
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“Stuart’s been a very good apprentice, he’s very astute and conscientious”, he said. Stuart’s  
conscientiousness has certainly paid off. Aside from a Gold medal and the chance to compete on the 
world stage, he has won new spray guns and $600 worth of spray products. 
 
Two other Kangan Batman TAFE automotive apprentices also won medals in the national WorldSkills 
event: Robert Piper won Silver in the Auto Electrical category, and Rick Smith won Bronze in the  
Vehicle Painting category. 
 
Encouraging apprentices to test their skills in competitions such as WorldSkills is part of Kangan  
Batman TAFE’s focus on practical, hands-on learning.  
 
The TAFE institute has also been working with the State Government to improve Victorian automotive 
trade training by building a new state-of-the-art training centre in the Docklands. 
 
The Automotive Centre of Excellence (ACE) has been funded by the State Government and  
developed in consultation with the industry to ensure apprentices are up-to-date with the latest  
technology, equipment and new product trends. 
 
The first stage of the ACE will open in August 2006 and will accommodate the vehicle painting, panel 
beating and bodymaking students currently training at Kangan Batman TAFE.  
 
The rest of the automotive training delivered at Kangan Batman TAFE’s Richmond and Coburg  
campuses will move across when further stages of the ACE are completed. 
 
Stages two and three of the complex will include further training facilities as well as R&D facilities to be 
shared with other educational institutions, catering and conference facilities, a centre for industry  
associations, an auditorium and multi-deck car park.  
 
Phone 13 TAFE (13 8233) or email enquiries@kangan.edu.au to find out more. You can also visit 
http://ace.kangan.edu.au for more information about the Automotive Centre of Excellence. 
 
For more information on the WorldSkills competitions, see http://www.worldskills.org.au  

www.jobsplusnac.com.au Issue: June 2006 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


